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Abstract 
 
Reef, range and red dust are the 'three Rs' which sum up the geography of Queensland. 
The recently-completed state atlas, a joint venture of the Premier's and Lands Departments, 
was charged with capturing the physical and human aspects of this vast area. This paper 
recounts the background decisions, controversies and some technicalities inherent in its 
production. No human hands, save those of graphic artists, touched the paper of the atlas: 
it was completely computer drawn and composed. Over 80 external authors were 
involved. The project took four and a half years and follows a series of other Australian 
state atlases. In a departure from their tradition, it adopts a 'popular' format using 
techniques more commonly associated with business magazines. 
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